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CARDIFF. 

By  Consul  Loriii   liallivop,  Jsjnuary  39. 

The  general  parah'sis  of  commerce  following  the  opening  of  the 
present  war  was  greatly  mitigated  in  the  Cardiff,  Wales,  consular 
district  by  the  demands  from  the  British  and  French  navies  for 
coal.  The  industries  of  the  district  are  of  such  a  nature  that  war 
conditions  subsequently  stimulated  manufactures,  built  up  com- 
merce, brought  a  rush  to  shipping,  and  increased  freight  rates  to 
figures  unknown  for  a  generation. 

Conditions  in  the  Retail  and  Other  Trades — Food  Prices. 

Retail  purchases  at  Christmas  time  were  normal  in  volume,  at 
little  more  than  average  prices.  There  was  a  shortage  in  toys,  glass, 
and  glassware,  but  not  in  other  commodities.  There  is  no  marked 
reduction  in  sujjplies  of  textile  fabrics  so  far,  but  the  absorption  of 
English  looms  in  manufacturing  kliaki  and  the  absence  of  German 
dyes  must  shortly  reduce  the  volume  and  variety  of  dress  materials. 
Men's  tailors  have  sulfered  more  than  any  other  retail  dealers,  and 
their  military  sales  can  not  compensate  for  the  great  falling  off  in 
demand  for  civilians'  clothing. 

The  iixcrease  in  the  cost  of  food  in  December,  1914,  as  compared 
with  July,  1914,  the  last  month  preceding  the  war,  may  be  taken  in 
Cardiff  and  in  the  coal-mining  towns  at  about  20  per  cent  and  in  the 
country  districts  at  IG  per  cent.  Prices  must  necessarily  further  ad- 
vance sharply  as  the  result  of  the  great  increase  in  ocean  freight  rates. 
The  retail  price  of  a  4-pound  loaf  of  bread  in  Cardiff  at  the  end  of 
January  of  this  year  was  14  cents;  milk,  8  cents  per  quart;  ordinary 
household  tea,  3G  to  64  cents  per  pound;  British  beef,  best  cuts,  20 
cents  per  pound;  steaks,  24  to  28  cents;  British  mutton,  18  to  21 
cents ;  frozen  Xew  Zealand  mutton,  legs,  15  cents ;  potatoes,  IJ  cents ; 
cheese,  American,  18  cents;  eggs,  60  cents  per  dozen;  household  coal, 
$6.68  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  delivered. 

Shortage  of  Laborers. 

The  percentage  of  unemployed  in  the  district  is  lower  than  ever 
before.  Shortage  of  men,  owing  to  enlistment,  is  serious  in  the  coal- 
mining industry  and  the  transportation  services.  Iron  and  steel 
works  are  hampered  by  lack  of  skilled  and  unskilled  labor  and 
limited  supply  of  ore.  Galvanized  sheet  mills  can  not  operate  to 
capacity  for  want  of  hands.  The  tin-plate  industry,  the  fringe  of 
which  overlaps  this  district,  is  not  working  full  time,  but  this  is  the 
one  exception  to  the  general  activity  of  South  Wales. 
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There  has  been  clifliculty  to  secure  crews  for  ships,  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  sailors  that  enlisted  for  the  war*.  Sailors  and  fire- 
men have  been  paid  as  much  as  $40  per  month,  the  standard  wages 
being  $32. 

The  year  has  been  practically  free  from  labor  troubles.  The  great 
struggle  for  readjustment  of  coal  miners'  wages  which  was  to  come 
at  the  expiration  of  contracts  in  March,  1915,  will  prcbably  be  post- 
poned until  peace  is  restored.  In  such  pits  as  produce  first-class 
Admiralty  coal,  miners  ha^•e  worked  an  extra  hour  each  day  and 
seven  da3^s  per  week. 
How  Foreign  Obligations  Were  Met. 

France  and  Italy  are  the  two  most  important  customers  for  Cardiff 
coal.  The  larger  proportion  of  the  French  obligations  to  Cardiff 
Avere  met  by  a  draft  on  London,  where  the  French  Government 
established  a  credit  by  effecting  a  loan.  The  first  payment  of  Italian 
debts  was  made  through  funds  sent  from  the  United  States  for  the 
relief  of  American  citizens,  as  follows:  An  express  company,  needing 
money  in  Genoa,  secured  credit  there  by  paying  out  in  London  cable 
transfers  to  Cardiff  merchants.  Italian  securities  were  subsequently 
shipped  to  London  and  payments  ma<le  against  these. 

Where  delay  is  proved  to  be  the  result  of  w'ar  conditions,  the 
British  Government  advances  to  or  secures  for  creditors  50  per  cent 
of  the  debt.     All  business  with  countries  in  an  misettled  condition  is 
for  cash. 
Importance  of  tlie  "Welsh  Coal  Tields. 

The  importance  of  Cardiff  and  of  the  South  Wales  coal  field  as 
the  sole  source  of  supply  of  fuel  for  the  British  Navy  and  for  most 
of  the  French  ships  has  attracted  such  attention  to  the  district  that 
some  particulars  about  the  field  may  be  of  interest. 

The  Welsh  coal  field  has  a  superficial  area  of  1,000  square  miles. 
There  are  700  mines  in  operation,  and  the  number  of  employees 
above  and  below  ground  is  nearly  250,000.  The  product  rano-es 
from  bituminous  to  anthracite  and  includes  the  Cardiff  smokeless 
steam  coal,  accepted  in  Europe  as  indispensable  for  naval  vessels. 
The  classification  of  the  coals  of  the  field  is  as  follows : 

(1)  Bituniinons. — House,  gas,  coking,  and  manufacturing  coals. 

(2)  Steam  and  anlhracite. — Coal  for  steam  raising,  malting,  lime  burnin", 
gas  power,  bop  drying,  etc. 

(3)  8oniibitnniinous,  or  second-class  steam.— Coal  applicable  for  stationarj' 
engines  and  buniioring  of  steam  vessels. 

(4)  First-class  steam. — Coal  in  seams  from  whicb  Admiralty  is  supplied  and 
coals  of  similar  quality. 

Estimate  of  TTnworked  Coal  and  Yield  for  Last  Year. 

The  quantity  unworked  in  best  steam  coal  seams  1  foot  thick  and 
upward  in  the  collieries  on  the  Admiralty  list  is  estimated  to  be  in 
excess  of  3,000,000.000  tons,  of  whi(,'h  two-thirds  is  in  seams  of  2 
feet  and  over.  Tiie  field  is  expected  to  yield  in  the  future  over  8,000  - 
000,000  tons  of  bituminous:  (),000,00(),000  tons  of  anthracite,  and 
nearly  as  much  of  the  semibituminous  or  second-class  steam  coal* 
and  4.000,000.000  terns  of  a  free-burning  steam  coal  in  the  western 
division.  The  greatest  estimated  dei)th  at  which  the  coal  lies  is 
G.050  feet.  The  coal  is  stated  to  be  the  most  costl\'  in  the  world  to 
raise.     Owing  to  the  geological  and  labor  conditions  the  output  per 
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man  employed  is  the  lovrest  in  any  ijreat  field  of  the  world,  being 
iibout  230  tons  per  annum.  The  mining  valleys  are  intersected  with 
a  network  of  railways  that  connect  with  the  trunk  lines  of  England, 
and  also  with  the  ports  on  the  south  from  Newport,  Monmouthshire, 
on  the  east,  to  Llanelly  on  the  west. 

Cardiff  is  the  main  outlet  for  the  field  and  is  the  leading  coal- 
shipping  port  of  the  world.  The  annual  shipments  exceed  25,000,000 
tons,  and  always  represent  approximately  half  the  production  of  the 
district.  The  yield  for  1014  is  considered  to  have  exceeded  52,000,000 
tons,  a  record  year  with  the  exception  of  1913,  v^dien  the  output  ex- 
ceeded 50,000,000  tons.  Of  the  total  output,  10,000,000  to  12.000,000 
tons  arc  of  the  quality  known  as  best  Admiralty  coals.  Since  the 
beginning  of  the  v^'ar  the  exportation  of  this  grade  has  been  pro- 
hibited. 

Exports  of  Coal,  Coke,  and  Patent  Fuel. 

Exports  of  coal,  coke,  and  patent  fuel  from  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  amounted  to  43,000,000  tons,  a 
falling  ofi  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  great 
boom  year  of  1913  of  1.257,000  tons.  For  the  five  war  months  ship- 
ments were  18,860,000  tons  compared  with  32,300,000  tons  for  the 
last  five  months  of  1913.  Tlie  total  foreign  and  colonial  shipments 
from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1914  were  01,080,000  tons  compared 
with  76,700,000  tons  in  1913.  The  average  value  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  was 
$3.30  in  1914,  abainst  $3.40  in  1913.  Shipments  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  France  were  hardly  reduced  by  war  conditions;  they 
exce'eded  12,000,000  tons  in  both  1913  and  1914.  Exports  to  Italy 
were  reduced  by  1,000,000  tons,  and  to  Spain  and  Egypt  by  more 
than  500,000  tons  each. .  Exports  to  Brazil  fell  from  1,900,000  tons  in 
1913  to  1,200,000  tons  in  1914;  and  to  Argentina,  from  3,700,000  to 
2,900,000  tons. 

Foreign  shipments  from  Cardiff  in  1914  amounted  to  16,000,000 
tons,  as  against  19,300,000  tons  in  1913.  In  addition  to  the  1914 
figures  given,  supplies  were  sent  to  the  fleet  of  which  no  estimate  can 
be  "iven.  Coastwise  shipments  were  figured  at  2,000,000  tons,  a 
falling  off  of  800,000  tons ;  for  foreign  bunkers,  2,900,000  tons ;  for 
coastwise  bunkers,  100,000  tons.  These  figures  representing  the  coal 
trade  of  Cardiff  for  1914  total  21,000,000  tons;  the  coal  trade  of  New- 
port was  5,000,000  tons. 
Coal  Prices  at  Cardiff  or  Newport. 

The  following  table  shows  the  range  of  prices  of  coals  in  1914 
per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  f .  o.  b.  Cardiff  or  Newport : 


Kinds. 


Jan.  1. 


Highest 
during 
year. 


Lowest 
during 
year. 


Dec.  1. 


Best  admiralties 

Best  seconds 

Seconds 

Best  smalls 

Careo  smalls 

JfonmouUi  black  veins 

Western  valleys 

Best  house  (at  pit) 

No.  2  Rliondda 

Patent  fuel 

Foundry  coke , 


S4.9S 
4.68 
4.58 
2.73 
l.SS 
4.4.3 
4.25 
4.86 
3.58 
5.10 
G.07 


$5.34 
4.98 
4.74 
3.04 
2.43 
4.  .56 
4.43 
4. 86 
3. 64 
5.10 
6.07 


S4. 37 
4.25 
4.13 
1.76 
1.39 
4.01 
3.S9 
4.  SO 
3.10 
4.01 
5.34 


85.04 
4.74 
4. 56 
3.10 
2.43 
4.43 
4.31 
4.  SO 
3.64 
4.31 
6.07 
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The  average  market  ])iice  in  1914  of  best  Admiralties,  f.  o.  b. 
Cardiff,  was  $4.04;  of  best  seconds,  $4.02;  of  best  smalls,  $2.4-3;  of 
best  Monmonthshires,  f.  o.  b.  Newport,  $4.25. 

Coal  Freights. 

The  following-  table  gives  the  coal  freights  out  of  Cardiff  and 
Newport  in  1914,  per  ton  of  2,240  i)oiinds,  to  other  than  South 
American  ports: 


Ports. 


j\  den 

Alexandria 

Aliners 

Bacielona. 
Bombay... 
Bordeaux. 

Brest 

Brindisi... 

Caen 

Catania 

Chant  euay. 
Cherl'.ourg. 
Colombo... 


High- 

Low- 

est, 

est 

Dec, 

during 

1914. 

year. 

S5.10 

S2. 12 

5.01 

1.07 

3.86 

1. 35 

3.  89 

1.73 

4.S6 

2.31 

2.68 

.96 

2.G7 

.85 

4.77 

1.70 

2.  88 

.91 

4.43 

1.7G 

2.  So 

l.(« 

3.16 

1.03 

5.10 

2.18 

Ports. 


Dakar 

Dici'pe 

Djibouti 

Genoa 

Gibraltar 

Havre 

La  Pallico 

La  Rochelle 

Las  I'almas 

]je.t;horn 

Lislion 

Madeira 

Malta 


High- 

Low- 

est, 

est 

Doc., 

during 

1914. 

year. 

S3. 64 

$1.  55 

3.04 

.85 

4.98 

2.18 

4.37 

1.62 

3.40 

.97 

3.16 

.85 

2.41 

.91 

2.60 

.91 

3.16 

L45 

4.25 

L52 

2.91 

1.18 

3.16 

1.70 

4.13 

1.42 

Ports. 


Marseille. . 
Messina. .. 

Nantes 

Naples 

Oporto 

Palermo. . . 
Port  Said.. 

Rouen 

Saloniea. . . 
St.  Malo... 
St.  Nazaire 
Valencia... 
Venice 


HiKh- 
cst, 
Dec., 
1914. 


S4.44 
4.43 
2.85 
4.  4G 
3.64 
4.  13 
5.10 
3.52 
1.70 
2.79 
2.89 
3.77 
5.83 


Low- 
est 
during 


$L51 
1.58 
.96 
1.58 
1.45 
L76 
1.64 
1.03 
1.82 
.85 
.92 
L52 
L82 


Freight  rates  to  South  America  did  not  increase  after  the  war  be- 
gan as  did  those  to  other  ports  of  the  world.  The  highest  rate  of 
the  year  to  ISIontevideo  was  $4.42  and  the  lowest  $2.G7;  to  Pernam- 
buco,  highest  $5.22,  lowest  $3.2S;  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  highest  $4.44, 
lowest  $2.85;  to  the  River  Plate,  highest  $4.8G,  lowest  $2.22;  to 
Rosario,  highest  $4.40,  lowest  $2.91.  Return  freight  rates  to  the 
United  Kingdom  from  Buenos  Aires  did  not  increase  in  1914  above 
$7.90.  They  Avere  at  the  end  of  January,  1915,  however,  $15.30.  The 
highest  freight  rate  in  1914,  from  San  Lorenzo  to  the  United  King- 
dom, was  $12.15,  and  at  the  close  of  January,  1915,  $16.50.  In 
ordinary  times  it  is  considered  that  a  ship  paj^s  all  expenses  and 
good  interest  on  capital  on  a  round-trip  freight  rate  of  $5.75  from 
Cardiff  to  Buenos  Aires  and  return.  The  return  from  such  round 
trip  at  the  end  of  January,  1915,  was  $21.50. 

British  Vessels  Requisitioned  by  Admiralty. 

The  1,500  British  vessels  said  to  have  been  requisitioned  by  the 
British  Admiralty,  with  a  tonnage  estimated  to  exceed  3,500,000, 
have  all  been  taken  over  on  time  charters,  the  Government  under- 
taking all  responsibility  and  agreeing  to  return  the  vessels  as  re- 
ceived. The  rate  at  the  opening  of  the  war  is  understood  to  have 
been  about  $3  per  month  for  each  gross  registered  ton  measurement, 
compared  with  $2.30  paid  immediatel}'^  before  August  by  the  ad- 
miralty for  ships  coaling  war  vessels  at  maneuvers.  There  was  a 
subsequent  fall  to  $2  and  under  as  commercial  rates  fell.  Since  the 
great  increase  in  freight  rates,  however,  it  is  stated  that  the  com- 
pensation of  shipowners  will  be  fixed  hereafter  by  arbitration. 
The  withdrawal  of  this  great  fleet  of  tramps  from  its  usual  carr3'ing 
trade  and  the  absence  of  {xcrman  tonnage  from  the  seas  not  only  is 
sufiicient  explanation  for  the  great  rise  m  freights,  but  leads  to  the 
belief  that  there  will  be  no  material  change  in  the  near  future. 
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Prices  of  Metals  During  Last  Year, 

The   following  statement,  compiled   from  v>'eekly  trade  reports, 
shows  the  range  of  metal  prices  in  the  Cardiif  district  in  1914 : 


Articles. 


Rubio  ore,  p.  i.  f 

Welsh  hematite  pig,  delivered  in  district 

Tiii-plate  bars 

Steel  rails,  f.  o.  b.  Cardiff 

Galvanized  sheets,  f.  o.  b 

Tin  plates 

Tui  ( foreign) 

English  lead 

Spelter 


Trice 
Jan  2 

Highest 

Lowest 

during 

during 

year. 

year. 

Per  ton. 

Per  ion. 

Per  ton. 

S4.50 

$5. 10 

.?3.  89 

16.  .54 

18.97 

15. 08 

21.89 

24.93 

21.89 

31.63 

32.  84 

27.97 

5o.  96 

72.99 

52. 30 

a  3.  10 

a  3.  25 

a  2.  88 

820. 00 

901.51 

637.  51 

91.  23 

114.36 

90.02 

105.  23 

194. 60 

104. 01 

Price 
Dee.  29. 


Per  ton. 
$5. 10 
18.97 
24.93 
31.02 
55.35 
a  3. 10 
721.  45 
96.10 
132.  60 


«  Per  box  of  112  pounds. 
Decreased  Output  of  Pig  Iron — Imports  of  Iron  Ore. 

Last  year's  output  of  pig  iron  from  the  South  Wales  furnaces  is 
estimated  at  700,000  tons,  a  falling  off  from  the  previous  year  owing 
to  competition  from  the  Continent  of  Europe  in  partly  manufactured 
metal  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year.  From  seven  to  nine 
blast  furnaces  ware  in  more  or  less  regular  operation  in  South  Wales 
through  most  of  the  3"ear;  three  more  restarted  in  the  late  autumn, 
one  on  the  basic  process.  Other  furnaces  will  shortly  be  blown  in 
and  none  in  the  district  will  then  be  damped  down,  always  provided 
that  labor  can  be  obtained  and  that  freight  rates  on  the  imported 
ore  do  not  rise  to  prohibitive  prices. 

Imports    of    iron    ore    into    Cardiff    and    Newport    during    1914 
amounted  to  1,150,000  tons,  a  falling  oft'  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year  of  some  280,000  tons. 
Trade  in  Iron  and  Steel  Products. 

Imports  of  steel  and  iron  products  into  South  Wales  ports 
amounted  to  400,000  tons  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914.  These 
blooms,  bars,  and  billets,  brought  from  Germany  and  Belgium,  were 
offered  in  large  quantities  at  prices  that  rendered  sale  of  the  domestic 
product  unremunerative,  and  checked  domestic  production  of  ])ig 
iron  and  manufactured  steel.  No  immediate  advantage  followed  the 
shutting  off'  of  this  competition,  for  simultaneously  the  war  greatly 
reduced  consumption  and  exports,  particularly  of  galvanized  iron 
and  tin  plates.  Great  activity  in  steel  Avorks  came,  however,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  in  supplying  Government  demands,  either  direct, 
or  through  subcontracts  for  many  forms  of  manufactured  steel.  No 
particulars  can  be  obtained  of  these  activities,  but  Avorks  in  the  dis- 
trict are  occupied  with  ship  and  boiler  plates,  chains,  freight  cars, 
transport  wagons,  etc. 

It  was  generally  assumed  that  the  disappearance  from  the  district 
of  tin-plate  bars  and  other  manufactured  steel  from  Germany  and 
Belgium  would  provide  an  opening  for  the  products  of  the  United 
States.  The  rise  in  freight  rates,  however,  has  eliminated  this  pos- 
sibility for  the  present.  When  conditions  are  normal,  there  must 
come  an  opportunity  for  the  United  States  to  supply  part  of  the 
steel  necessary  to  the  great  tin-plate  and  galvanized-sheet  industries 
of  South  Wales.     Imports  of  manufactured  iron  and  steel  into  the 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   EEPOKTS. 


South  "Wales  district  approximate  500,000  tons  per  annum,  and  a 
further  100,000  tons  are  the  average  supj^ly  from  phmts  in  England. 
Bessemer  tin-plate  bars  of  domestic  make  sold  during  the  months 
preceding  the  Avar  at  $21.80  per  ton;  Siemens's,  at  GO  cents  more; 
German  and  Belgian  at  $1.25  less.  There  Avas  no  increase  in  price 
after  the  declaration  of  vv'ar  until  December,  when  there  Avas  a  rise 
to  $24.93. 

Condition  of  the  Tin-Plate  Industry, 

The  tin-plate  industry  enjoyed  many  years  of  a  high  prosperity 
which  culminated  in  1911.  (Conservative  finance  left  manufacturers 
in  a  strong  position  to  face  declining  conditions,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  1914,  a  representative  organization  Avas  given  poAvers  to  adjust 
the  industiy  to  an  unsatisfactory  market.  IShipments  during  1914 
Avere  on  a  scale  that  compared  favorably  Avitli  the  records  of  previous 
years.  Prices,  hoAvever,  A\'ere  such,  as  compared  Avith  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  raw  material,  that  no  profits  resulted.  This 
"Tin-plate  Conference"  Avas  in  Avorking  order  when  the  Avar  broke 
out,  but  its  operations  Avere  suspended  for  a  time. 

The  conference  resumed  control  on  January  1,  1915,  and  is  now 
regulating  the  output.  A  proportionate  amount  of  the  total  output 
of  the  industry  is  allotted  to  each  works,  according  to  its  capacity. 
If  it  exceeds  its  allotment  it  pays  into  a  pool,  and  and  if  it  falls  beloAv 
its  allotment  it  receives  its  share  from  the  pool.  There  is  no  attempt 
to  fix  prices.    The  arrangement  is  found  to  work  Avell  in  practice. 

There  are  some  80  tin-plate  Avorks  in  South  Wales,  covering  more 
than  500  mills.  OA^er  150  of  these  mills  Avere  closed  down  from 
August  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  those  in  operation  Avere  but  par- 
tially worked.  Not  only  were  lucratJAe  markets  cut  off  by  the  Avar, 
but  there  is  an  ofRcial  embargo  on  exports,  to  certain  neutral 
countries,  except  under  license  difficult  to  obtain. 

Exports  of  tin  plates  and  black  plates  from  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  amounted  to  about  350,000  tons  of 
2,240  pounds  each,  compared  Avith  339,000  tons  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1913.  For  the  fiA'e  war  months  shipments  amounted  to 
143,000  tons,  compared  with  228,000  tons  for  the  corresjDonding 
months  of  1913.  The  total  exports  for  1914  Avere  approximately'- 
493,000  tons,  and  for  1913,  567,000  tons.  Prices  at  the  end  of  the 
year  Avere  as  at  the  beginning,  viz,  $3.09  per  box  of  108  pounds  for 
Bessemer  coke,  primes,  standard,  f.  o.  b.  SAvansea  or  Cardiff. 
Destination  of  Exports  of  Tin  and  Black  Plates. 

The  foUoAving  table  shoAvs  the  exports  of  tin  and  black  plates  (all 
produced  in  South  Wales)  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  various 
countries  in  1913  and  1914: 


Countries. 

Quantity. 

A'u 

ue. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

TIN  PLATES. 

Tom. 
9,921 
25,  ICC 
34,739 
43,009 
13,303 
21,332 
14,873 

Ton.1. 

8,957 
2S,900 
17,910 
30, 7C5 

8,784 
27, 739 
10,983 

t653.770 
1,747.904 
2, 405:  KSO 
2,991,315 
873, 701 
1,501,203 
1,027,235 

$586,316 

1,859,212 

1,101,  !oO 

2,0C    '■.1)4 

571,. '44 

France 

1,825,082 

Portugal 

732,871 

UNITED    KINGDOM CAEDIFr. 


Countries. 


TIN  PLATES— conlinued. 

Italy 

Koamania 

China  (including  Hongkong) 

.Tapan 

United  States 

Argentina 

British  East  Indies 

Australia 

Canada 

Other  countries 

Total 

BLACK  PLATES. 

Russia 

Germany 

Belrium 

United  States 

Other  countries , 

Total 


Tons. 

20,  4U! 
10,927 
21,091 
2-;,  222 
21. ,510 
19, 32.3 
03,817 
28, 901 
9. 889 
102, 330 


494,497 


16, 4S4 
13,810 
3, 01 S 
203 
37, 600 


71, 775 


Tons. 

10,250 

17,512 

21,846 

20, 166 

17,468 

7,789 
70, 130 
31,357 

8,246 
84, 095 


435,497 


Value. 


$1,369,160 
696, 615 
1,477,498 
2, 04^,  597 
1,5.51,508 
1,349,534 
5,070,412 
2,075,879 
7.52,002 
7,  453, 370 


35,111,739 


11,274 

6, 365 

1, 623 

88 

37, 88S 


57,238 


806, 540 
634; 756 
194,095 
13,028 
1,962,950 


1914 


81,053,982 
1,052.093 

•1,485,781 
1,825,727 
1,202,044 
504,  071 
4,728,077 
2,09,8,824 
576, 242 
5, 784, 492 


29, 204, 971 


.554, 742 

312, 700 

86, 890 

4,609 

1,920,399 


3,671,^ 


2, 879, 40G 


Exports  of  Tin  Plates  During  War  Period. 

The  vrtlue  of  the  exports  of  tin  phites  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  the  several  countries  for  the  war  period  of  1914  compared  with 
the  corresponding  months  of  1913,  was  as  follows : 


Countries. 


United  States 

Argentina 

Australia 

Belgium 

British  East  Indies 

China  (including  Hong 

kong) 

Canada 

France 

Germany 


Aug.-Dec, 
1913. 


S3S8, 
4^14, 

1,027, 
280, 

1,938, 


325, 

576, 

1,158, 


Aug.-Dec. 
1914. 


S192, 

248, 

830, 

15, 

1,825, 

586, 

240, 

552, 

78, 


Countries. 


Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Norv/ay 

Portugal 

Roumania 

Russia 

All  other  countries 

Total , 


Aug.-Dec, 
1913. 


S427,S10 
867, 069 

,121,782 
545, 734 
421,332 
300,624 
263,253 

,912,264 


2, 
13,690,200 


Aug.-Dec, 
1914. 


$195, 035 

549, 501 

482,392 

732, 116 

203,362 

97 

15,208 

2, 059, 387 


8, 808, 122 


Britisli  Exports  of  Galvanized  Sheets. 

There  was  a  deerea.se  of  200,000  tons  in  the  quantity  and  $13,560,000 
in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  galvanized  sheets'  from  the  United 
Kingdom  during  191-4  compared  with  1913.  This  decline  was  due 
entirely  to  the  war.  There  was  not  only  prohibition  of  export  to 
countries  that  might  reship  to  belligerents,  but  dislocation  of  ex- 
changes stopped  shipments  to  South  America,  Australia,  and  India. 
There  were  71  sheet  mills  working  in  South  Wales  in  November, 
1913,  and  this  number  was  reduced  to  54  in  ISTovember,  1914.  Heavy 
orders  for  Government  supplies  have  not  compensated  for  the  entire 
loss  of  certain  markets  and  reductions  of  shipments  to  other  coun- 
tries. More  mills  could  profitably  have  been  engaged  at  the  end  of 
the  3^ear,  but  the  labor  shortage,  due  to  enlistments,  has  become 
serious.  Prices  in  January,  1914,  were  $56  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Newport, 
and  were  $51  at  the  opening  of  the  war.  Following  the  declaration 
of  war  they  increased  to  $73,  but  fell  back  in  December  to  the  Janu- 
ary quotations,  though  the  price  of  spelter  had  risen  from  $105  per 
ton  at  the  beginning  of  January  to  $132.60  per  ton  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 
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The  follo^Yino•  table  shows  the  quantitj^  and  value  of  the  exports 
of  galvanized  sheets  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  various  countries 
for  1D14  compared  with  1913 : 


Countries. 


Quanlily. 


1013 


1914 


Value. 


lOU 


G  orirmny 

PortiiRnese  East  Africi;, 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Philippine  Islands  and  Guam 

Japan 

Cuba 

Mexico 

Central  America 

Chile 

Uruguay 

Argentina 

British  .'^outh  Africa 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Ceylon 

Australia 

Kew  Zealand 

Canada 

other  countries 

Total 


40, 
237, 

11 

Gi 

104. 

22 

32: 
121, 


ToV!>. 

iV) 

4,-20 

2o,S-G6 

1,413 

14,966 

061 

624 

2, 30.5 

0,014 

3.622 

2fi,906 

24,411 

204,835 

7,562 

3,324 

107,131 

17,260 

22,649 

91,611 


762,07 


566,601 


.?20.^,O<57 

4.')4,S.^:6 

1,.S95,2S3 

165,378 

2,578,507 

luS,2S3 

236,575 

159, 888 

897,538 

021,702 

4,687,310 

2,417,040 

13,599,079 

761,530 

399, 204 

7,705,081 

1,646,68-2 

2,289,002 

7,909,907 


528,527 

264,864 

1,709,800 

93,914 

1,036,170 

59. 707 

36,825 

142, 384 

329, 79S 

223,343 

1,617,264 

1,385,857 

11,072,747 

505,800 

195,  a33 

8,025,642 

1,247,760 

1,528,412 

5,729,457 


48,793,071 


33,233,910 


Declared  Exports  to  TTnited  States. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  according  to 
invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Cardiff,  Wales,  dur- 
ing last  year  Avas  $25,82G,  compared  Avith  $48,929  for  1913.  The  ar- 
ticles and  their  value  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Biscuits 

S.5,1.30 
1,013 
4,976 
2, 718 
7,141 
3,114 

$4,422 
016 
2,951 
1,703 
6,692 
2,407 

Paper,  printing 

S15,376 

Steel  plates 

?1  027 

G  lue     

Wool 

3  009 

9,455 

2,609 

Total 

Manotti  stocks 

48,929 

25,826 

SHEFFIELD. 

By  Consul  Jolin  M.  Savage,  Feb.  1. 

Although  Sheffield,  with  a  population  of  about  460,000,  is  the  sixth 
■largest  city  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  essentially  a  manufacturing 
center  and  not  a  distributing  point,  and  therefore  there  are  few 
Avholesale  houses  located  in  the  city.  The  bulk  of  the  retail  trade  is 
supplied  by  such  houses  with  headquarters  located  principally  in 
London,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester. 

Market  for  American  Goods. 

There  are  no  separate  statistics  showing  the  importation  of  Ameri- 
can goods  into  this  consular  district.  The  board  of  trade  returns 
show  only  the  imports  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  but  that  the  consum.ption  of  American  products  in  Shef- 
field is  as  great  in  proportion  to  the  population  as  in  other  cities. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  the  United  Kingdom  has  been 
obliged  to  seek  ncAV  sources  of  supply  for  many  articles  of  import, 
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and  the  United  States  will  therefore  be  called  upon  to  supply  many 
articles  for  which  there  is  a  demand  in  this  market. 

That  American  merchants  and  manufacturers  are  fully  alive  to 
the  trade  situation  is  shown  by  the  increasing  number  of  inquiries 
at  this  consulate  as  to  possible  openings  for  goods. 

Imports  of  Steel  Material. 

In  normal  times  it  is  estimated  that  the  United  Kingdom  imports 
1,000,000  tons  per  annum  of  cheap  steel  material,  which  has  come 
chiefly  from  Belgium  and  Germany.  These  sources  of  supply  being 
entirely  cut  oif,  it  is  recognized  that  tlio  United  States  is  the  only 
countiy  in  a  position  to  supply  this  d8ficienc3\  Scarcit}^  of  tonnage 
and  high  freight  rates  have  interfered  with  this  business  up  to  the 
present,  but  it  is  hoped  these  difficulties  will  soon  be  overcome.  The 
United  States  has  intermittently  supplied  some  of  this  deficiency  m 
the  past.  It  is  thought  if  a  dependable  and  regular  supply  could 
be  obtained,  a  large  and  permanent  business  could  be  securecl. 
The  Iron  and  Steel  Industries. 

In  the  iron  and  steel  and  allied  trades  the. year  1014  opened  with 
a  decline  from  a  boom  that  had  been  in  progress  during  1913.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  year  manufacturers  were  busy  filling  orders 
that  Avere  on  hand  when  the  year  opened,  but  as  new  orders  de- 
creased a  curtailment  of  business  necessarily  followed,  although  the 
works  were  still  fuUj^  employed  at  the  time  war  was  declared.  This 
declaration  brought  about  a  sudden  and  drastic  change  in  the  situa- 
tion. In  normal  times  enormous  quantities  of  continental  iron  and 
steel,  for  working  up  into  many  kinds  of  fuiished  goods,  are  impor'ed 
into  the  district.  This  supply  was  suddenly  cut  off  and  users  had  to 
depend  exclusively  upon  local  manufacturers  to  supply  their  wants. 

Another  and  a  much  more  important  factor  was  the  increase  in 
Government  orders,  not  only  for  armament  and  ammunition,  but 
also  for  castings  for  war  automobiles,  steel  for  aeroplanes  and 
armored  motors,  tools  for  digging  trenches,  engineers'  tools  for  the 
arsenals  and  army  workshops,  swords,  bayonets,  and  iron  and  steel 
for  various  other  purposes  in  connection  with  the  military  and  naval 
operations.  These  orders  applied  not  only  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment but  to  France  and  Russia  as  well.  As  a  result  of  the  condi- 
tions now  existing  all  plants  usually  emploj^ed  in  Government  work 
are  running  to  fullest  capacity,  and  many  others  not  usually  so 
emploj^ed  are  doing  such  Avork  as  their  facilities  permit. 

A  few  firms  have  been  hard  hit  by  the  abnormal  conditions  pre- 
vailing during  the  war  period  and  the  outlook  for  them  is  far  from 
promising.  These  firms  dealt  principally  Avith  markets  noAV  closed, 
and  their  equipment  is  such  that  they  are  not  in  a  position  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Government  orders, 
large  Increase  in  Prices  of  Iron  and  Steel  Material. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  war  prices  of  iron  and  steel  mate- 
rial remained  fairly  steady,  but  late  in  December  a  pronounced  up- 
ward movement  began  and  has  continued  throughout  the  first  month 
of  the  present  year.  This  was  most  marked  in  east  coast  hematite, 
users  of  which  could  not  obtain  tonnage  to  bring  ore  from  Spain 
and  Norway.  Prices  of  this  class  of  pig  went  up  to  95s.  ($23.12) 
at  the  furnaces,  being  the  highest  on  record ;  and  at  present  a  num- 
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ber  of  producers  have  closed  their  order  books  because  their  sii])plies 
of  ore  are  becoming  low  and  there  are  poor  prospects  of  getting  them 
replenished.  The  jji'ice  of  billets,  which  are  made  of  hematite,  went 
up  i20s.  ($i.8G)  per  ton  in  a  few  weeks  and  are  £2  ($0.T;3)  higher  than 
before  the  war.  The  Siemens  furnaces  are  scarcely  keeping  pace 
with  the  demand  for  war  material  and  have  little  to  spare  for 
making  billets.  Basic  billets  are  equally  scarce  and  the  piices  are 
nearly  £2  ($9.78)  higher  in  this  district.  Crown  iron  bars  are  being 
quoted  at  £8  15s.  ($-l:2.58)  a  ton,  as  against  £7  15s.  ($37.72)  when 
the  war  broke  out.  There  has  been  a  proportionate  advance  in  steel 
material  for  all  purposes,  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  curtail 
severely  the  sale  of  cheaper  goods. 

The  movement  in  common  pig  iron,  the  ore  for  which  is  mined  in 
this  country,  has  been  less  marked  than  in  hematite,  but  prices  are 
10s.  ($2.43)  per  ton  above  those  in  force  before  the  Avar. 

The  Cutlery  Trade. 

During  the  first  seven  months  of  last  year  the  cutlery  business, 
especially  in  table  and  pen  and  pocket  knives  of  good  quality,  was 
dull.  After  the  outbreak  of  war  the  loss  of  certain  markets  and  the 
disruption  of  business  throughout  the  v,'orld  interfered  with  the 
trade.  Another  factor  that  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  this 
state  of  affairs  was  the  decision  of  many  jn-oprietors  of  vvell-known 
specialties  to  discontinue  the  wholesale  distribution  of  knives  for 
advertising  purposes.  Since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  however,  the 
manufacturers  have  been  busy  supplying  British,  colonial,  and 
French  troops  swith  necessary  articles,  and  temporarily,  at  least,  the 
trade  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Decreased  Demand  for  Silver  and  Electro  Plate. 

The  demand  for  silver  and  electro  plated  ware  has  fallen  off  con- 
siderably since  August  and  at  present  may  be  said  to  be  at  a  stand- 
still. Not  only  are  new  orders  practically  unobtainable,  but  many 
previous  orders  have  been  canceled.  These  articles  are  looked  upon 
as  luxuries,  and  the  people  buy  only  actual  necessities. 

In  connection  with  the  war  many  public  subscriptions  have  been 
opened  for  all  sorts  of  i)urposes,  and  persons  have  curtailed  their 
unnecessary  expenditures  so  far  as  possible  in  order  to  increase  their 
donations  ito  these  funds.  As  an  example,  the  cutlers'  feast,  which 
had  been  held  in  this  city  continuously  for  170  years,  has  been  aban- 
doned this  year  and  the  amount  that  such  an  entertainment  would 
cost  devoted  to  charity. 
Effect  of  War  on  the  Coal  Industry. 

Coal  mining  is  extensively  carried  on  in  this  district,  there  being 
a  large  numl)er  of  independent  concerns  engaged  in  the  industry. 
Some  of  the  mines  are  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and  their  work- 
ings extend  Avell  mider  the  city  itself. 

The  first  seven  months  of  iOl-t  were  characterized  by  remarkable 
steadiness  in  production,  shipments,  and  prices.  The  decline  in 
trade  that  was  anticipated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  did  not  ma- 
terialize, and  the  collieries  found  trade  so  Avell  maintained  that  they 
Avere  able  to  uphold  their  pi-ices  at  ])rofitable  figures.  From  August  on 
the  market,  especially  the  export  branch,  Avas  in  a  state  bordering  on 
collapse.    The  Government  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  steam 


UNITED    KINGDOM SHEFFIELD.  11 

coal ;  the  loss  of  certain  foreign  markets  for  other  coal,  particularly 
Germany,  which  was  a  large  customer;  the  presence  of  mines  in  the 
North  Sea;  the  cost  of  war- risk  insurance;  and  the  rise  in  freight 
rates  to  prohibitive  prices  produced  a  state  of  affairs  unparalleled 
in  the  trade.  Shipments  were  stopped,  contracts  were  canceled,  and 
prices  fell  to  figures  that  markecl  the  remunerative  limit.  During 
this  period  manj^  of  the  collieries  worked  only  three  or  four  days  a 
week,  and  a  few  of  the  pits  closed  dov^^n  indeflnitel3^  As  orders  for 
Government  supplies  increased,  there  was  a  corresponding  demand 
for  coal ;  and,  owing  to  the  decreased  output,  prices  have  risen. 
Owing  also  to  the  number  of  enlistments  among  the  miners  the  out- 
put is  still  restricted,  and  it  is  estimated  that  at  present  the  tonnage 
mined  is  fully  25  per  cent  below  normal. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  prices  at  the  pit  of 
coal  most  in  demand  locally : 


Grades. 


July  15,  1914. 


Besthousehold 

Works  coal: 

Best 

Rough  slackf5. 

Smudge 


Per  ton. 
S2. 92  to  $3. 16 

2.68  to    2.92 

1.70  to    1.95 

.55 


Dec.  15,  1914. 


Per  ton. 

S3. 53  to  S3.  77 

2.55  to    2.80 
1.70  to    1.95 

.81 


Lalbor  Conditions. 

There  were  no  labor  disturbances  in  this  district  during  last  5''ear 
except  in  connection  with  the  coal-mining  industr3^  Beginning  in 
April  and  lasting  six  weeks,  there  was  a  strike  in  a  local  colliery, 
which  was  really  a  prelude  to  a  general  strike  extending  over  most 
parts  of  Yorkshire.  This  general  strike  lasted  tvv'o  wxeks.  Although 
there  has  been  no  written  agreement  on  the  subject,  there  is  a  tacit 
understanding  between  the  masters  and  the  representatives  of  organ- 
ized labor  that  no  questions  affecting  employment  are  to  be  raised 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Owing  to  the  increased  activity  in  many  branches  of  trade  and 
the  number  of  enlistments  there  is  at  present  a  scarcity  of  labor, 
especially  skilled  labor,  and  many  firms  have  difficulty  in  securing 
Avorkmen.  In  certain  establishments  where  Government  work  is 
carried  on  employees  Avho  had  enlisted  have  been  released  by  the 
militar}^  authorities  and  sent  back  to  the  shops,  in  order  that  there 
should  be  no  avoidable  delaj^  in  turning  out  supplies  for  those  in 
the  field. 
Banking  Conditions. 

Sheffield  did  a  large  business  with  countries  now  at  war  with  the 
United  Kingdom,  especially  Germany.  When  war  was  declared,  all 
payments  ceased,  and  in  consequence  certain  firms  largely  interested 
in  continental  trade  were  placed  in  an  embarrassing  po.sition.  Ow- 
ing to  the  moratorium,  which  went  into  effect  August  4,  and  a  subse- 
quent agreement  whereby  the  Bank  of  England  advanced,  under 
certain  conditions,  50  per  cent  of  foreign  debts  due  to  British  houses, 
Sheffield  firms  were  able  to  Aveather  the  storm,  and  no  failures  of  im- 
portance were  recorded. 

The  local  bank  clearances  for  last  year  were  £24.854,365  ($120,- 
953,767),  as  compared  with  ^7,369,326  ($133,192,824)  in  1913. 
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No  figures  are  available  showing  the  business  of  the  local  post- 
oflice  savings  bank.  The  following  statement  of  the  largest  Slicffield 
savings  bank  for  the  j'ear  ended  November  20,  1014,  reflects  generally 
the  operations  of  such  institutions : 


Items. 


1913 


1914 


Increased  number  of  deposit  accounts 

Total  number  of  deposits 

Total  number  of  withdrawals 

Total  dejjosits 

Total  withdrawals 

Net  increase  of  deposits  for  the  year. . 


3,279 

128,508 

1)3,019 

S2, 722, 995 

82,491,321 

?23i;528 


2, 746 

119,164 

00,490 

S3, 495, 862 

$2, 400, 274 

S95, 578 


Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  last  year,  according  to  in- 
voices certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Sheffield,  Avere  valued 
at  $2,91G,573,  compared  Avith  $1,100,817  for  1013.  The  following 
were  the  principal  items  and  their  value  for  tAvo  years: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements  . 

Blanco  (pipe  clay) 

Chce.se 

Chemicals 

Cotton  cloth 

Cutlery 

Dogs 

Edge  and  other  tools 

Electroplate  and  silver 

Files 

Furniture  and  other  wood 

manufactures 

Glass,  and  manufactures 

of 

Glue 

Grindstones 

Hardware 

Horn  scales  and  tips 

Horse  hair 

Leather  goods 


1913 


$21,436 

187 
3,903 


301,608 

1,923 

3,S84 

28, 732 


1,335 


36,137 
20, 743 

7, 673 
76.060 
S,  567 
3,043 


SI, 112 

19.019 

522 

2,976 

1,288 

318,442 

1,241 

7,991 

21,341 

1,043 

1,687 

4,045 
10, 5.53 
12, 601 

3,952 
70, 770 
12, 167 

1,950 


Articles. 


Linens 

Machinery 

Measuring  tapes 

Metals  and  metal  compo- 
sitions  

oa 

Pearl  scales,  etc 

Platinum 

Saw  plates 

Sheep  dip 

Sheep  skms 

Steel:  Sheets,  bars,  wire. 

etc 

Umbrella  ribs 

Vegetable  fiber 

AVines  and  spirits 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1913 


$6, 103 
31,893 
24,376 


3,806 
22, 344 
26, 982 
87,470 
725 
302, 863 

3,110,297 
2,258 
2,934 
17,385 
6,150 


4,160,817 


$16,813 
19,552 
8,758 

2,584 

6, 884 

20,612 

94,119 


6,395 
101,826 

2,129,552 
1,791 
2,254 
3,585 
9,148 


2,916,573 


In  the  foregoing  table  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States 
saw  plates  are  included  under  steel  for  1014  Avhile  for  1013  they  are 
shown  separate,  and  yet  Avith  this  item  added  the  total  export  of 
steel  shoAvs  a  decrease  of  nearly  $1,000,000  compared  Avith  1013. 
Sheepskins  were  shipped  solely  from  one  place  outside  of  Sheffield,  and 
since  last  July  these  goods  have  been  invoiced  through  the  Notting- 
ham consulate.  This  fact  may  account  for  the  decrease  in  these 
shipments.  Prior  to  May  18  last,  measuring  tapes,  of  AvhatcA-er  ma- 
terial composed,  Avere  classified  under  one  heading.  Since  that  date 
they  have  been  separated  according  to  the  material  of  which  they 
are  made,  some  bemg  classified  under  steel  and  others  under  linens. 
This  fact  no  doubt  accounts  largely  for  the  fluctuation  in  these  items. 
Almost  without  exception  the  principal  items  showed  a  decrease, 
except  cutler}',  Avhich  showed  a  slight  increase,  and  platinum,  in 
Avliich  the  increase  Avas  considerable. 

The  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1014  were  valued  at 
$8,500,  made  up  of  chemicals  valued  at  $0,120,  steel  sheets  and  bars 
$2,127,  and  pipe  clay  $244.  There  Avcrc  no  articles  invoiced  for 
Porto  Eico  or  Hawaii. 
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